
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

Australian Museum science is freely accessible online at

http: / /publ icat ions .aust ra l ianmuseum.net .au

6 College Street, Sydney NSW 2010, Austral ia

nature culture  discover

Kinghorn, J. Roy, 1929. Two new snakes from Australia. Records of the 
Australian Museum 17(4): 190–192. [4 September 1929].

doi:10.3853/j.0067-1975.17.1929.760

ISSN 0067-1975

Published by the Australian Museum, Sydney



TWO NEW SNAKES FROM AUSTRALIA. 

Ih 

.r. R. KIKGHORX, C.:l\:LZ.S., 
Zoologist, 'rhe Australian }Inseum. 

(Fignr('s 1-2.) 

TYPHLOPS MINDn:s, 8]). J/JJt:. 

(FiglU'P 1.) 

Head l'01111ded and blunt. Snollt 0ycnly rounded. Xostrils 
illf(~rior, the nasal deft mediall, extending a little beyond tlw 
nostril ,md in contact ,dth the second labial. Rostral more than 
half as wide as the head from aboye, and extending backwards 
to the level of the eyes: it is sub-circular, the Bides eycnly curved 
lmd rounded posteriorly; from the lower aspect it is about as broad 
aB long. Scales ill Hi rows ronnd i he bod~'. Total length 170 mm .. 
II'idJh of body a bout 2~ mm. 

Figure 1. 
Typhlops 1nini1nus, sp. novo 

Co7our.-Head and tnil, 01' tan only, dark brown, almost black. 
Body yellowish-hrown. distinctly striated with dark longitudinal 
lines. 

LocaJity.-Groote Eylandt, Gulf of Carpentaria, XOl'th ~-\us­
traJia. Described from three Bpecimens collected by the Rev. H. E. 
-Warren during December, 1928. The paratypes do not vary from 
the holotype. 

A.jJinity.-T. minimn8 is elosely related to T. gnentheri Peters, 
but differs mainly in haying fewer scales round the body, and in­
the shape and l'elati,'e size of the rostra1 shield. 



TWO SEW SXAKES F'IW;\I Al'STHALIA-KIXGIIOHN. un 

Holotype in the Australian ~IuseUln. Reg. No. R. 9692; para­
types, Reg. Xo. R. 9693. 2 specimens. 

RUYXCT-ImLAPS CA:\IPB~~LLI. 81). nOI). 

(Figure 2.) 

Snout prominent, showl-shaped, obtusely pointed from above. 
the lateral edges ypry sharp. RostraI broader than deep, its upper 
portion forming an acute angle posteriorJy, which is wedged deeply 
hetween the internasals: it is as long as its distance from the 
frontal. Internasals broader than deep, a little smaller than the 
prefroutals. which <l1'e also broader than deep. Frontal shorter 
than its distance from the end of the snout, shorter than the 
parietals but longer than the suture between those shields. 
It is more than three times as wide as the supraoculars, which 
n1'e yery small. The nasal is semi-diyided, the division being from 
the 1lostril to the lower half of the shield. ,/'here are iive npper 
la binls, the third and fourth entering the eye; two postocnlars: 

Figure 2. 
Rhynch er/aps ca mphelli. sp. nov. 

one pl'eocular: tempol'als 1 -:- 1. rrIwl'e is a small shield wedged 
between the fOlll'th and fifth labial and the lower postocular, but 
it does not reach to the lip. '!'hre8 lo~wer lahials are in contact 
with the anterior chin-shield. which is about as large as the 
posterior. 

,"pntra1s 133: snbcHlldals 18 pairs; scales 17 rows; anal diyidpd. 
rrotal length HO mill. 

Col()uT (in spit-jts) .-Straw coloured above with a brown blotch 
on the head, a broad one 8 scales deep on the neck, and about 
thirty narrow, obliqne, and irregular ones across the dorsal surface 
of the body and tail. The lower parts are whitish. 

Loca,lity.-A single specimen from Almaden, Queensland, c01-
]cded in December, 1928, by 311'. vV. D. Camp bell, after whom 
it is named. 

Holotype in the Australian Museum, Reg. No. R. 9387. 



192 HECORDS OF THE Al'STRALL"'" M GSEl:l\I. 

A-ffinity.-R. caml)belli appears to be most closely related to 
R. fCt8Ciolatus, the vVestern Australian species, but differs in having 
a semi,divided nasal, "which is in contact with the preocular. 

Key to the species of RUYNCIHELAPS. 

Scales in 15 rows. 
Temporals 1 + 1; dark cross bars on dorsal surface ........... bertholcU 
Temporals 2 + 2; a reticulate pattern on dorsal surface ..... 11tScicollis 

Scales in 17 rows. 
Nasal semi-divided. 

A shield between the 4th and 5th upper labials ......... campbelli 

Nasal entire. 
Nasal not in contact with preocular ................... tasciolatus 
Nasal in contact with preocular. 

Frontal longer than broad. twice as broad as supraocular ..... . 
. .. . . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. australis 

Frontal as broad as long. at least thrice as broad 
as supra ocular ............................ semita8ciat~,s 

R. fasciolatus and R. bertholdi are restricted to south-,Yest 
Australia. 

R. fuscicoll'is is known only from north-east Queensland. 

R. camp belli, of which there is only one specimen, is from 
central Queensland. R. semifasciatus is a -Western Australian 
species, and R. aust1'Cllis is known from the eastern parts of Queens­
land and New South vVales. 




