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LYSIANASSIDAE Dana, 1849

Diagnosis. Article 3 of gnathopod 2 elongate,
remainder of appendage forming mitten apically (Fig.93,
all gnathopods); peduncle of antenna 1 short and stout,
articles 2-3 much shorter than 1 and partly telescoped
basally.

See Iphimediidae, Sebidae and Stegocephalidae.

Description. Body compact, chitin usually very
smooth and shiny; accessory flagellum usually present
and more than 3-articulate but occasionally vestigial;
mouthparts enormously variable; lateral shape of
epistome and upper lip valuable for identification; most
species with smooth broad incisor bounded by cusp on
each side, rarely toothed in middle, position of palp on
mandible valuable; inner lobes of lower lip absent; tiny
details of maxillae valuable, setae of inner plate, number
and arrangement of spines on outer plate, ornamentation
of palp; shape and setosity of maxilla 2 and ornamentation
of maxillipeds variable; rarely maxillipedal palp absent;

gnathopod 1 usually small, rarely enlarged, variable;
configuration of coxae 1-4 variable; gnathopod 2 always
small; pereopods relatively uniform among taxa, rarely
prehensile; uropods 1-2 ordinary but inner ramus of
uropod 2 occasionally notched; uropod 3 generally
ordinary, rarely reduced; telson variable.

Relationship. Many taxa outside of Lysianassidae
have elongate article 3 of gnathopod 2 but they can be
traced through the early part of the keys to families.
Sebidae are distinguished by the elongate antenna 1.
Though taxonomists are now recognising minute
distinctions in gnathopod 2 (loss of pineapple texture
and setulation on articles 4-6) the general mitten-form
shape is widespread and rarely mistakeable in this family
when coupled with the shape of antenna 1.

Methods. The keys to genera are divided into
sections which proceed outward from the basic key.
Ahead of the basic key is a simple key to the subdivisions
which is to be used by experienced taxonomists as a





