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Jim Specht follows a long and illustrious line of heads of
Anthropology who put pen to paper since Anthropology,
or Ethnography asit wasinitially known, first existed at the
Australian Museum in 1872.

The first to publish on anthropological matters at the
Museum was Robert Etheridge Jnr. In 1887 he was an
Assistant in Palaeontol ogy, eight years later a Curator, and
in 1917, Director of the Museum. However, he always had
an abiding and broad interest in ethnography, writing on
suchtopicsas“AnAboriginal knife’, Records of Australian
Museum, 1902, 4: 207—208 and “A remarkablerock shelter
in the Milton district, N.S.W.”, Records of Australian
Museum, 1904, 5: 80-85. In 1900 W.W. Thorpe, labourer,
watchman and gallery attendant, became assistant to
Etheridge, and in 1906 a separate department of Ethnology
was created with Thorpe, then 26 years old, as head. He
received all his training from Etheridge (himself not an
anthropologist or archaeol ogist) and stayed until 1932, eight
years before Jim was born.

Thorpe wrote on everything from “The Palolo Worm”,
Australian Museum Magazine, 1923, 1(7): 220, “Bronze
and ivory figures from Burmah”, Australian Museum
Magazine, 1924, 2(3): 99, to “Stencilled handmarks”,
Australian Museum Magazine, 1925, 2(7): 253-254.

With the appointment of Miss Elsie Bramell (later to
become Mrs McCarthy) in 1933 and Fred McCarthy in
1935, the first anthropologically-trained staff had arrived,
but the broad sweep of Anthropology and Archaeology still
had to be catered for. McCarthy wrote prolifically on

everything from “The geographical distribution theory and
Australian material culture”, Mankind, 1936, 2(1): 12-16,
to " Sepik face masks’ Australian Museum Magazine, 1949,
10(1): 1-8, to “Bali: emerald gem of theIndies’, Australian
Museum Magazine, 1954, 11(6): 189-193.

Following McCarthy’s departure in 1963 to become
founding Principal of the then Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studiesin Canberra, Doug Miles came and went
after a short stay (1963-1964). David Moore became
Curator of Anthropology in 1965 andin 1967 Dr Peter White
joined the department as Assistant Curator. Then,

Following the resignation of White in 1970 to take up a
lectureship in the University of Sydney, an Englishman,
Dr James Specht, was appointed Assistant Curator of
Anthropology. (Rare and Curious Specimens, ed. R.
Strahan, Australian Museum, Sydney, 1979: 94).

Thus began the life and times of Jim Specht at the
Australian Museum, 64 years after the Department of
Ethnology was first established. His bibliography reflects
the level of specialization now expected of the Head of
Anthropology—no ranging from “The toilet vehicles of
Ancient Egypt” (W.W. Thorpe, Australian MuseumMagazne,
1922, 1(4): 119-120) to “A mirror from the Temple of a
Thousand Ages, Peiping, Chind’ (F.D. McCarthy, Australian
Museum Magazine, 1934, 5(8): 255-256).

Jim Specht’s bibliography includes all published works
as well as several unpublished reports, some of which are
referred to in the following papers.
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Specht, J., 1968. Preliminary report of excavations
on Watom Island. Journal of the Polynesian Society
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Industries of Buka Island, Territory of Papua New
Guinea. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Department of
Prehistory, Research School of Pacific Studies,
Australian National University, Canberra.
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Public Museum and Art Gallery 1(2): 52—73.

1971 White, J.P, & J. Specht, 1971. Prehistoric pottery
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Geographical Interpretation of An Island World, by
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Natural History 17(5): 178.
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northern Melanesia. Mankind 8(4): 310-312.
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Introduction to Sepik Art, ed. G. Stewart. Melbourne:
Garrick Publishers. 52 pp.

1972d Specht, J., 1972d. The pottery industry of Buka
Island, T.P.N.G. Archaeology and Physical Anthro-
pology in Oceania 7(2): 125-144.

1973a Specht, J., 1973a. Prehistory poses many problems.
Australian Natural History 17(12): 445-451.

1973b Specht, J., 1973b. The 1973 field session in West
New Britain and the Huon Peninsula. Sydney,
Department of Anthropology, Australian Museum
August 1973. Typescript. 11 pp.

1973c Specht, J., 1973c. Trade and culture history across
the Vitiaz Strait: the 1972 field season. Sydney:
Department of Anthropology, Australian Museum.
Typescript. 26 pp.

Langdon, R., & J. Specht, 1974-75. Report of a
mission to review the operations of the South Pecific
Cultures Fund. Canberra: Department of Foreign
Affairs.

1974a Specht, J., 1974a. An archaeological site at Obu
Plantation, Central District, Papua. Records of the
Papua New Guinea Public Museum and Art Gallery
4. 44-52.
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1974b Specht, J., 1974b. Book Review: Faces of New
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Australian Natural History 18(1): 36.

1974c Specht, J., 1974c. Lapita pottery at Talasea, West
New Britain, PapuaNew Guinea. Antiquity 48(192):
302-306.

1974d Specht, J., 1974d. Of menak and men: trade and the
distribution of resources on Bukalsland, PapuaNew
Guinea. Ethnology 13(3): 225-237.

1974e Specht, J., 1974e. Report on fieldwork in PapuaNew
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of Anthropology, Australian Museum. 22 pp.
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Papua New Guinea. Mankind 9(4): 324-328.

1974 Specht, J., & L. Hosking, 1974. Pacific Islands
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Bulletin 24(2): 10-16.
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Polynesian Society 84(3): 356-364.

1975b Specht, J., 1975b. Stone carving from Saposalsland,
Bougainville Province, Papua New Guinea. Pacific
Arts Newsletter 2: 27-33.

1975 Specht, J., & F. Sutherland, 1975 Talasea: an
obsidian source in New Britain. Paper presented to
46th ANZAAS Congress, Canberra. Typescript held
in Australian Museum.

Ross, A., & J. Specht, 1976. An archaeological
survey on Port Jackson, Sydney. Australian
Archaeology 5: 14-17.
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Fund. Canberra: Department of Foreign Affairs.

1977a Specht, J., 1977a. Book review: The Lapita Pottery
Style of Fiji and its Associations, by SM. Mead, L.
Birks, H. Birks and E. Shaw. Mankind 11(1): 75-76.

1977b Specht, J., 1977b. Huon Peninsula. In Pottery of
Papua New Guinea, ed. B.J. Egloff, p. 36. Port
Moresby: Trustees of the National Museum and Art
Gallery of Papua New Guinea.

1977c¢ Specht, J., 1977c. Specia problems in the art of
Oceania (report of workshop 3). Pacific Arts
Newsletter 5: 19-24.

1978a Specht, J., 1978a. An Intergovernmental Committee
on Restitution or Return of Cultural Property. Unesco
News 29(3): 3-5.

1978b Specht, J., 1978b. The early mystery of Norfolk
Island. Australian Natural History 19(7): 218-223.

1978 Specht, J., & J.P. White, eds, 1978. Trade and
Exchange in Oceania and Australia. Special issue
of Mankind 11(3): 161-435.

Lampert, R.J., & J.R. Specht, 1979. Computer
cataloguing of anthropological collections. Kalori
56: 39-44.

1979a Specht, J., 1979a. Anthropology. In Rare and
Curious Specimens: An Illustrated History of the
Australian Museum 1827-1979, ed. R. Strahan, pp.
141-150. Sydney: The Australian Museum.
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1979b Specht, J., 1979b. Rock art in the western Pacific.
In Exploring the Visual Art of Oceania: Australia,
Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia, ed. S.M.
Mead, pp. 58-82. Honolulu: The University Press
of Hawaii.

1979c Specht, J., 1979c. The Australian Museum and the
return of artefacts to Pacific Island countries.
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zoomorphs in the Solomon Islands. In Birds of a
Feather: Osteological and archaeological papers
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ed. A. Anderson, pp. 247-263. British Archaeo-
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Archaeological Association Monograph 2.

Rhoads, J., & J. Specht, 1980. Aspects of the oral
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at the Australian Museum. Coma Bulletin 5: 26.
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Specht, J., J. Hollis& C. Pain, eds, 1981. Report on
Archaeological Fieldwork, West New Britain, Papua
New Guinea. Manuscript held in the Australian
Museum, Sydney.
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