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Abstract. Simiscincus aurantiacus was described in 1997 from a single specimen collected in humid 
forest habitat on Mt Koghis in southern New Caledonia. The recent acquisition of a number of additional 
specimens from surveys conducted in the south of the island has provided new information on the species’ 
morphology, biology and distribution. The results of field studies indicate it has a scattered distribution 
across the region that includes both humid forest and tall, canopied maquis forest habitats, and that it can 
persist in even extremely small remnants of these forest types and appears to have a primarily subterranean 
mode of existence. The additional material collected has also allowed an assessment of variation in the 
species’ morphology, including an unusually long tail the basal half of which is uniformly rounded. 
Morphological studies suggest a close relationship between Simiscincus aurantiacus and the regionally 
sympatric fossorial species Graciliscincus shonae, and genetic studies undertaken since its description place 
these taxa within a larger group that also includes the surface active species of the genera Caledoniscincus 
and Phaeoscincus, the latter only recently established. The information on the species’ distribution and 
biology presented here supports its recent IUCN Red List assessment as Vulnerable. 
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