
Papers in Honour of Ken Aplin
edited by

Julien Louys, Sue O’Connor and Kristofer M. Helgen

Helgen, Kristofer M., Julien Louys, and Sue O’Connor. 2020. The lives of creatures obscure, 
	 misunderstood, and wonderful: a volume in honour of Ken Aplin 1958–2019 ........................... 149

Armstrong, Kyle N., Ken Aplin, and Masaharu Motokawa. 2020. A new species of 
	 extinct False Vampire Bat (Megadermatidae: Macroderma) from the Kimberley 
	 Region of Western Australia ............................................................................................................ 161   

Cramb, Jonathan, Scott A. Hocknull, and Gilbert J. Price. 2020. Fossil Uromys 
	 (Rodentia: Murinae) from central Queensland, with a description of a new 
	 Middle Pleistocene species .............................................................................................................. 175   

Price, Gilbert J., Jonathan Cramb, Julien Louys, Kenny J. Travouillon, Eleanor M. A. 
	 Pease, Yue-xing Feng, Jian-xin Zhao, and Douglas Irvin. 2020. Late Quaternary 
	 fossil vertebrates of the Broken River karst area, northern Queensland, Australia ......................... 193 

Theden-Ringl, Fenja, Geoffrey S. Hope, Kathleen P. Hislop, and Benedict J. Keaney. 
	 2020. Characterizing environmental change and species’ histories from 
	 stratified faunal records in southeastern Australia: a regional review and a case 
	 study for the early to middle Holocene ............................................................................................ 207 

Brockwell, Sally, and Ken Aplin. 2020. Fauna on the floodplains: late Holocene 
	 culture and landscape on the sub-coastal plains of northern Australia ............................................ 225 

Hawkins, Stuart, Fayeza Shasliz Arumdhati, Mirani Litster, Tse Siang Lim, Gina Basile, 
	 Mathieu Leclerc, Christian Reepmeyer, Tim Ryan Maloney, Clara Boulanger, 
	 Julien Louys, Mahirta, Geoff Clark, Gendro Keling, Richard C. Willan, Pratiwi 
	 Yuwono, and Sue O’Connor. 2020. Metal-Age maritime culture at Jareng Bori 
	 rockshelter, Pantar Island, eastern Indonesia ................................................................................... 237 

Frankham, Greta J., Linda E. Neaves, and Mark D. B. Eldridge. 2020. Genetic 
	 relationships of Long-nosed Potoroos Potorous tridactylus (Kerr, 1792) from 
	 the Bass Strait Islands, with notes on the subspecies Potorous tridactylus 
	 benormi Courtney, 1963 ................................................................................................................... 263 

Rowe, Kevin C., Helena A. Soini, Karen M. C. Rowe, Mark Adams, and Milos V. 
	 Novotny. 2020. Odorants differentiate Australian Rattus with increased 
	 complexity in sympatry .................................................................................................................... 271   

Louys, Julien, Michael B. Herrera, Vicki A. Thomson, Andrew S. Wiewel, Stephen C. Donnellan, 
	 Sue O’Connor, and Ken Aplin. 2020. Expanding population edge craniometrics 
	 and genetics provide insights into dispersal of commensal rats through 
	 Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia ................................................................................................................ 287 

Breed, William G., Chris M. Leigh, and Eleanor J. Peirce. 2020. Reproductive biology 
	 of the mice and rats (family Muridae) in New Guinea—diversity and evolution ..........................  303 

Suzuki, Hitoshi. 2020. Evolutionary history of the subgenus Mus in Eurasia with 
	 special emphasis on the House Mouse Mus musculus ..................................................................... 317 

Richards, Stephen J., and Stephen C. Donnellan. 2020. Litoria aplini sp. nov., a new 
	 species of treefrog (Pelodryadidae) from Papua New Guinea ......................................................... 325 

Records of the Australian Museum 
volume 72, issue no. 5

25 November 2020

https://Australian.Museum/
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1734
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1734
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1732
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1732
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1732
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1731
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1731
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1731
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1723
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1723
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1723
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1722
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1722
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1722
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1722
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1728
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1728
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1725
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1725
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1725
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1725
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1721
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1721
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1721
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1730
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1730
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1730
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1730
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1733
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1733
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1727
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1727
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1729
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1729
https://doi.org/10.3853/issn.2201-4349
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1724


Corresponding author: Kristofer M. Helgen  Kris.Helgen@Australian.Museum
Received: 1 June 2020  Accepted: 26 October 2020  Published: 25 November 2020 (in print and online simultaneously)
Publisher: The Australian Museum, Sydney, Australia (a statutory authority of, and principally funded by, the NSW State Government)
Citation: Helgen, Kristofer M., Julien Louys, and Sue O’Connor. 2020. The lives of creatures obscure, misunderstood, and wonderful: a volume in honour 
of Ken Aplin 1958–2019. In Papers in Honour of Ken Aplin, ed. Julien Louys, Sue O’Connor, and Kristofer M. Helgen. Records of the Australian Museum 
72(5): 149–160.  https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1734
Copyright: © 2020 Helgen, Louys, O’Connor. This is an open access article licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 
4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided 
the original authors and source are credited.

Records of the Australian Museum (2020)
vol. 72, issue no. 5, pp. 149–160
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1734

The Lives of Creatures Obscure, Misunderstood, and Wonderful: 
A Volume in Honour of Ken Aplin 1958–2019

Kristofer M. Helgen1,2     , Julien Louys3     , Sue O’Connor2,4

1 Australian Museum Research Institute, Australian Museum, 1 William Street, Sydney, Australia

2 Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for Biodiversity and Heritage, Canberra, Australia

3 Australian Research Centre for Human Evolution, Environmental Futures Research Institute, 
Griffith University, Nathan Qld 4111, Australia

4 School of Culture, History, and Languages, College of Asia and the Pacific, 
The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia

Records of the Australian Museum
a peer-reviewed open-access journal

published by the Australian Museum, Sydney
communicating knowledge derived from our collections

ISSN 0067-1975 (print), 2201-4349 (online)

He was always a modest man, but Ken was a genius and 
the toughest man we knew. He was also extraordinarily 
generous of spirit. The way he gave of himself, his time, and 
his hard-won stores of knowledge, was legendary amongst 
his friends and colleagues. We admired him and we loved 
him. Ken was a world-renowned comparative anatomist, 
vertebrate systematist, palaeontologist, and zooarchaeologist. 
He was a problem solver like few we’ve ever met, and 
a fieldworker and world traveller par excellence. Ken’s 
personal and professional outlook embraced the whole 
world, in all its true facets and flavours, its complexities 
and eccentricities—he took the world, and all of us in it, as 
we came. His intellectual reputation extended well beyond 
Australia and was known to thousands of colleagues who 
may never have had the chance to meet him. 

Ken was funny. It was a sense of humour that helped guide 
him in all situations, borne in part of never taking himself, 
or anything else whatsoever, too seriously. Ken belonged to 
that rare breed of truly grounded people. To say he didn’t 
tend to stand on ceremony is to say the least. He preferred 
things practical and simple. He had little or no tolerance of 
honours. He took things as they were, not as they purported 
or professed or pretended to be. His refusal to kowtow to 
trend could come off as rather contrarian: he scoffed at 
anti-malarials and smart phones, even if most of the rest of 
us decided they were actually pretty useful! As a scientist, 
a common pattern for Ken would be to produce work of 

the most extraordinary calibre, and then publish it in the 
most obscure possible places. He took a personal pride and 
pleasure in such things. We admired him for it, though it had 
the effect that his work often wasn’t recognized as widely 
for its brilliance as it should have been. But Ken sought no 
glory, period. In proper Aussie style, he was a true champion 
of the battlers and the underdogs, wherever he found them. 
Even when it came to his study animals, the more despised 
they might be in the public eye, the more he loved them. 
Snakes? Good. Rats? Even better. And the bigger the better.

Ken received many accolades across a varied and deeply 
respected academic and professional career, which included 
serving as Curator of Herpetology at the Western Australian 
Museum and as a Research Scientist at the CSIRO. Among 
his honours were his appointments as Research Associate 
at the American Museum of Natural History in New York 
and the Smithsonian in Washington DC, as well as receiving 
the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Australian Museum, 
an award very rarely bestowed. Especially important were 
Ken’s lasting contributions to the conservation of wild 
landscapes and wild creatures, especially in Southeast Asia 
and New Guinea—he understood acutely that the world was 
a grander place than any of us can realize in our short time 
here. Despite his humility, we in the scientific community 
could see Ken’s greatness, we recognized it, and hope to 
honour it in a small way with this volume. We have tried 
to capture the truly dizzying breadth and depth of Ken’s 
knowledge and interests with the contributions presented 
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in these pages. They describe new species of rodents, frogs, 
and bats, fossil and archaeological sites, and advances in 
rodent genetics and reproductive biology, amongst others. No 
topic was off bounds for Ken’s piercing intellect, and even 
the smallest piece of scrappy bone or the tiniest crevice in a 
rock that harboured some animal remains was like finding 
treasure (Fig. 1).

Ken was a tough character. He chalked up most of the 
tropical diseases in the tropical disease textbook. Not the 
introductory textbook, but that massive reference book few 
physicians ever have to check out of the library. Malaria 
and typhus were long time traveling companions, and they 
came to know him as an opponent who gave as good as 
he got. A venomous snake bite and a broken back would 
not keep him down long, and were not to keep him from 
resuming the extraordinarily strenuous life of a New Guinea 
field biologist, a role he honed to perfection across four 
full decades of being ensconced in the natural and cultural 
worlds of that amazing island. So, literally backbreaking 
challenges could not tame him. When death stepped forward 
to introduce itself in his last phase of life, it did not at first 
realize the strength reflected straight back. Ken endured his 
final disease with the daunting Aplinian stoicism that all of 
us so admired. And that deep well of strength was to be seen 
not just in Ken, but in those around him who cared for him 

Figure 1. Ken Aplin in his element in 2016, digging a late Holocene faunal deposit in southeastern NSW. Photo 
courtesy of Brad Pillans.

and loved him, most of all of course Ken’s wife Angela and 
his children. It was painful for all of us to watch his fight, 
and his pain, but we came to be grateful for the miracle of 
more time than we might have had any right to expect from 
the man once sickness set in. We’ll remember these final 
years with sadness but will also remember the many years 
when Ken was such a whirlwind of strength and verve that 
to be anywhere near him was to be pulled in close to a world 
as exciting as any that could be dreamed.

Ken left a mark that resonates deeply on so many, and in 
so many places around the world. In tropical forests all across 
the great Indonesian island of Sulawesi, there flies a fruit bat 
called Nyctimene cephalotes aplini. A small fruit bat, with 
camouflage spotted green and khaki wings, this beautiful little 
bat has scattered forest seeds throughout its rainforest home 
for millions of years. We remember too the world’s smallest 
bandicoot, Microperoyctes aplini, an exquisite gem of an 
animal with dark chocolate brown stripes ornamenting soft, 
fluffy brown fur. This little beast haunts the edges of lakes 
that dot the mountain vistas of north-western New Guinea: 
Ken’s kind of place. Other creatures, too, were named in 
Ken’s honour, one of the highest forms of recognition in the 
world of natural history. When we remember Ken, we also 
remember these beautiful and rare creatures, and be reminded 
of what a rare and beautiful soul the man was.
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Ken Aplin’s Eponyms
† extinct taxa

Nyctimene cephalotes aplini Kitchener, Packer, and Suyanto, 1995 (Chiroptera: Pteropodidae)
Microperoyctes aplini Helgen and Flannery, 2004 (Peramelemorphia: Peramelidae) 

†Alormys aplini Louys, O’Connor, Mahirta, Higgins, Hawkins, and Maloney, 2018 (Rodentia: Muridae) 
†Uromys aplini Cramb, Hocknull, and Price, 2020 (Rodentia: Muridae)

Litoria aplini Richards and Donnellan, 2020 (Anura: Pelodryadidae)

Taxa Described by Ken Aplin
† extinct taxa

Ordinal group names
Suborder Agreodontia Beck, Travouillon, Aplin, Godthelp, and Archer, 2013

Infraorder Phascolarctomorphia Aplin and Archer, 1987
Infraorder Vombatomorphia Aplin and Archer, 1987

Family group names
†Family Holoclemensiidae Aplin and Archer, 1987

Family Acrobatidae Aplin, 1987
Tribe Apodemini Lecompte, Aplin, Denys, Catzeflis, Chades, and Chevret, 2008

Tribe Arvicanthini Lecompte, Aplin, Denys, Catzeflis, Chades, and Chevret, 2008
Tribe Millardini Lecompte, Aplin, Denys, Catzeflis, Chades, and Chevret, 2008

Tribe Malacomyini Lecompte, Aplin, Denys, Catzeflis, Chades, and Chevret, 2008
Tribe Praomyini Lecompte, Aplin, Denys, Catzeflis, Chades, and Chevret, 2008

Genus group names
†Watutia Flannery, Hoch, and Aplin, 1989

Lemdubuoryctes Kear, Aplin, and Westerman, 2016 (junior synonym of Peroryctes)

Species group names
†Dendrolagus noibano Flannery, Mountain, and Aplin, 1982
†Protemnodon tumbuna Flannery, Mountain, and Aplin, 1982
†Protemnodon nombe Flannery, Mountain, and Aplin, 1982

Litoria exophthalmia Tyler, Davies, and Aplin, 1986
Mallomys istapantap Flannery, Aplin, Groves, and Adams, 1989

Mallomys gunung Flannery, Aplin, Groves, and Adams, 1989
†Watutia novaeguineae Flannery, Hoch, and Aplin, 1989

Rattus timorensis Kitchener, Aplin, and Boeadi, 1991
Glaphyromorphus butlerorum Aplin, How, and Boeadi, 1993

Ramphotyphlops pilbarensis Aplin and Donnellan, 1993
Ramphotyphlops splendidus Aplin, 1998
Ramphotyphlops longissimus Aplin, 1998

Ramphotyphlops ganei Aplin, 1998
Diplodactylus klugei Aplin and Adams, 1998

Ctenotus maryani Aplin and Adams, 1998
Menetia surda cresswelli Aplin and Adams, 1998

†Petauroides ayamaruensis Aplin, 1999
Dactylopsila kambuayai Aplin, 1999

Pseudantechinus roryi Cooper, Aplin, and Adams, 2000
Varanus bushi Aplin, Fitch, and King, 2007

Delma tealei Maryan, Aplin, and Adams, 2007 
Delma desmosa Maryan, Aplin, and Adams, 2007

†Coryphomys musseri Aplin and Helgen, 2010
Microhydromys argenteus Helgen, Leary, and Aplin, 2010
Phascogale tapoatafa wambenger Rhind and Aplin, 2015

Phascogale tapoatafa kimberleyensis Aplin and Rhind, 2015
Aprasia wicherina Maryan, Adams, and Aplin, 2015

Delma hebesa Maryan, Brennan, Adams, and Aplin, 2015
Rattus detentus Timm, Weijola, Aplin, Flannery, and Pine, 2016

†Peroryctes aruensis (Kear, Aplin, and Westerman, 2016)
Halmaheramys wallacei Fabre, Reeve, Fitriana, Aplin, and Helgen, 2017

†Macroderma handae Aplin and Armstrong, 2020
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