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ABSTRACT. The mantis shrimp superfamily Eurysquilloidea Manning, 1977, with the single family
Eurysquillidae Manning, 1977, contains six genera and 32 species, the majority of which occur in the
Indo-West Pacific. Here, we describe a new species of eurysquillid, Ankersquilla pardus, from the central
and western Pacific that cannot be assigned to any recognized genera, and, accordingly, propose a new genus
for its reception. Ankersquilla pardus is unique in Eurysquilloidea in bearing three teeth on the dactylus
of the raptorial claw. Similar raptorial claw armature is otherwise known only in the Parasquilloidea and
Pseudosquillidae (Gonodactyloidea). All other eurysquillloids have four or more teeth on the dactylus
of the raptorial claw. The most unusual aspect of Ankersquilla pardus, however, is the finely spinose
posterior abdomen and telson, which resembles members of the Coronididae (Lysiosquilloidea). Although
superficially similar to some coronidid lysiosquilloids, the ovate maxilliped 3—4 propodi, ventrally arising
intermediate and lateral denticles of the telson, and form of the male pleopod 1 endopod show Ankersquilla
pardus to be a eurysquilloid.

Introduction

The mantis shrimp superfamily Eurysquilloidea Manning,
1977, with the single family Eurysquillidae Manning, 1977,
contains six genera and 32 species, the majority of which
occur in the Indo-West Pacific (Ahyong, 2001, Ahyong,
2010; Lucatelli ef al., 2013). Eurysquillidae was originally
assigned to the Gonodactyloidea Giesbrecht, 1910, based
on the ovate maxilliped 3—5 propodi and possession of
one or two intermediate denticles on the telson (Manning,
1980; Ahyong, 1997a), but was shown to be outside of the
gonodactyloids and instead formed a clade together with the

Parasquilloidea Manning, 1995 (also initially thought to be
gonodactyloids) and the Squilloidea Latreille, 1802 (Ahyong
& Harling, 2000; Van Der Wal et al., 2017). Although highly
diverse in telson and uropod ornamentation, eurysquilloids
are united by the combination of ovate maxilliped 3—4
propodi and position of the intermediate and lateral denticles
of the telson, which arising submarginally on the ventral
surface, rather than on the posterior margin (Ahyong
& Harling, 2000). Here, we describe a new species of
eurysquillid from the western Pacific that cannot be assigned
to any currently recognized genera, and, accordingly, propose
a new genus for its reception.
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