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Abstract. Six new species of Ampeliscidae are described: Ampelisca capella sp. nov., Ampelisca mingela 
sp. nov., Byblis pialba sp. nov. and Byblis wadara sp. nov. from the Great Barrier Reef; Ampelisca 
katoomba sp. nov. from the New South Wales shelf; and Byblis liena sp. nov. from the Queensland slope. 
Byblisoides esferis J. L. Barnard, 1961 is recorded from southeastern Australia, the first record of the genus 
in Australia. These bring the number of eastern Australian species to twenty-six. Distributions of three 
other species are extended northwards into Queensland. A key to all eastern Australian species is provided.

Introduction
Ampeliscid amphipods occur worldwide on soft sedimentary 
environments from intertidal to abyssal depths and can 
be abundant. Forty years ago, Jim Lowry and I agreed to 
collaborate on papers on the taxonomy of Amphipoda. We 
chose as a starting point, Ampeliscidae, for the simple reasons 
that the family was first in an alphabetical list of families, that 
we were both aware of several undescribed species found 
in benthic surveys in Victoria and New South Wales, and 
that Jerry Barnard who was active in Australia then, had no 
immediate interest in the family. We published one paper on 
12 species of Ampelisca Krøyer, 1842, five species of Byblis 
Boeck, 1871 and one of Haploops Liljeborg, 1856, all from 
southeastern Australia but did not complete descriptions of 
others that we recognized and named at the time (Lowry 
& Poore, 1985). Jim and I also collaborated on the first 
ingolfiellid amphipods from Australia (Lowry & Poore, 
1989). Here, we complete the figures of six new species that 
we recognized in the 1980s, mostly from tropical Australia, 

and extend the geographical range of others. The opportunity 
is taken to record Byblisoides esferis J. L. Barnard, 1961 from 
deep water in southeastern Australia. Australian ampeliscid 
species now number 26 but the fauna of Western Australia 
has not been studied.

I am pleased to complete our study of ampeliscid 
amphipods and to dedicate this contribution to the memory 
of Jim Lowry.

Materials and methods
The collections of new species come from sediment samples 
taken at One Tree Island, Clack Island, Lizard Island and 
Heron Island, Great Barrier Reef islands in Queensland, and 
from benthic surveys off New South Wales and Queensland 
made by the Australian Museum in the late 1970s from FRV 
Kapala. Collections of already described species derive from 
a series of grab samples taken along the Qld coast from 
the Queensland Department of Primary Industries’ FRV 
Gwendoline May in February and March 1998 by GCBP 
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